The patient, a girl weighing 1-39 kg, was born at 33 weeks' gestation by emergency caesarian section for fetal distress. The features of Down's syndrome were noted at birth and the diagnosis confirmed on chromosome study (2n=47,XX,+21). She developed respiratory distress within minutes of delivery and required ventilation. Chest x ray revealed complete opacification of the right hemithorax with a small area of radiolucency representing the unexpanded right lung (figure) . Straw coloured fluid totalling 43 ml was removed by needle aspiration. The baby was extubated at the age of 12 hours but over the next seven days 10 further pleural taps were required because of increasing respiratory distress. A total of 370 ml of fluid was removed. The final pleural aspiration was performed on the seventeenth day of life with the removal of 30 ml. The protein content of the fluid ranged from 23 to 26 g/l, it contained scanty leucocytes, and showed no growth on culture. Daily intravenous albumin infusions were administered for the first five days of life with an initial total plasma protein level of 36 g/l rising to 50 g/l by the tenth day of life. Seven days after the start of introduction of milk feeds the fluid remained straw coloured and contained no fat.
Discussion
Congenital pleural effusion is uncommon but well described in the neonate. Yancy and Spock,' in a review of 31 cases, found the majority to be chylothorax, with the pleural fluid initially chylous with a milky appearance or becoming so subsequently. The infants reported were mainly born at term after normal labours and deliveries. There was a preponderance of males and the effusions were Received for publication 7 May 1986. Revised version accepted for publication 25 July 1986. more commonly right sided. The occurrence of chylothorax postoperatively is usually attributed to the trauma of thoracotomy, but the pathogenesis of the congenital form is obscure.
The typical milky chyle usually appears after milk feeds have begun but in the case described here the pleural fluid remained straw coloured seven days after the start of milk feeding. 
